
Changes are afoot at Joel E. Ferris High School as the 
almost 50-year old campus prepares for a three-year 
process of modernization and transformation. Thanks to 
the support of Spokane citizens who approved the 2009 
construction bond, Ferris students and staff will soon  
enjoy a more efficient and suitable learning environment. 
The 2003 bond provided for the 54,000-square-foot 
gymnasium and fitness center, providing Ferris a taste  
of what is yet to come.

The modernizations of Shadle Park and John R. Rogers 
high schools during the past eight years have fine-tuned 
construction practices and procedures that will help 
minimize distractions and keep students and staff safe 
through the project’s scheduled completion in the  
summer of 2014.

“The architect and contractor, along with the district’s 
construction management team, have been helpful in 
understanding the unique needs of the Ferris community 
during the design process,” said Principal Kevin Foster. 
“I’m confident that same level of communication and 
responsiveness will continue through our construction.” 
Work is currently scheduled to start this spring. See back 
page for the preliminary construction schedule.
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PROJECT FACTS
Current Facility Size: Approximately 258,000 square feet

Planned Facility Size: Approximately 270,000 square feet (includes  
 modernized gym)

Project Estimated Budget: $97.7 million

Architectural Firm: NAC|Architecture of Spokane

General Contractor: Garco Construction of Spokane

Besides the Ferris modernization, the $332 million district-wide bond  
approved by voters in 2009 includes renovations or replacements of four 
elementary schools; completely new ventilation, roofing and flooring 
upgrades at nine elementaries; safety, security and technology updates for 
the entire district; and building, field or playground improvements for all 
schools. 

For information regarding these or any other construction projects, please 
contact our Capital Projects office at (509) 354-5775. 

PHASE 1 (May 2011-August 2012):
Demolition of tennis courts and construction of east parking lot.  
Construction of Science wing, kitchen, commons, administration and  
general classrooms. 

PHASE 2 (June 2012-December 2013):
Demolition of current cafeteria, library, building B and administration  
building; remove portables. Construction of library, remaining classrooms 
and technical-education wing. Renovation of auditorium and completion  
of new west parking lot and tennis courts.

PHASE 3 (January 2014-June 2014):
Demolition of E, F and G buildings. Completion of landscaping, athletic 
fields and bus loop.


